
CANDIDATES MUST

Be 18 years of age or over

Hold a valid ENG1 or equivalent

Hold STCW Basic Safety
training and updates

CHIEF MATE
(Yachts less than 3000GT)

ENDORSEMENT *3

Hold an OOW Less than
3000 GT COC

No additional sea service

RYA Yachtmaster Offshore and Ocean CoC 
with Shorebased certificate(s) or 
IYT Master of Yachts Unlimited.

Proficiency in
Advanced Fire Fighting

Proficiency in
Medical First Aid

HELM Management

MASTER
(Yachts less than 500GT) CoC *4

Hold an OOW Less than 3000 GT COC

12 months on board service as per MSN 1858
whilst holding an OOW 3000GT

Proficiency in Advanced Fire Fighting

Proficiency in Medical First Aid

Proficiency in Medical Care at Sea

HELM Management

Master Stability

Master Seamanship

Master Celestial Navigation *5

Master Business & Law

Master Navigation, Radar & ARPA

Oral Exam

MASTER
(Yachts less than 3000GT)

Hold an OOW Less than 3000 GT COC

24 months on board service as per MSN 1858
whilst holding an OOW 3000GT

Proficiency in Advanced Fire Fighting

Proficiency in Medical First Aid

Proficiency in Medical Care at Sea

HELM Management

Master Stability

Master Seamanship

Master Celestial Navigation *5 

Master Business & Law

Master Navigation, Radar & ARPA

Oral Exam

OOW
(Yachts less than 3000GT) CoC

36 months onboard yacht service as per MSN 1858

RYA Yachtmaster Coastal CoC or RYA Yachtmaster Offshore CoC 
and Shorebased certificate or IYT master of Yachts Limited

Efficient Deckhand *1

PSC&RB *2

HELM Operational

GMDSS GOC

ECDIS

OOW Navigation & Radar

OOW General Ship Knowledge

Oral Exam

RYA Yachtmaster Offshore CoC
and Shorebased certificate or
IYT Master of Yachts Limited

6 months seagoing service
while holding one of the above

HELM Operational

GMDSS ROC

ECDIS (Optional)

Oral Exam

(+RYA Yachtmaster Ocean CoC or
IYT Master of Yachts 

Unlimited +GMDSS GOC for
Master 200GT Unlimited)

MASTER 200GT COASTAL

MASTER 200GT UNLIMITED

YA C H T  D E C K  O F F I C E R P R O G R E S S I O N  R O U T E

*1 This certificate must have been issued at least 18 months prior to the issue of your COC
*2 Bluewater offers the Yacht-restricted version for Yacht CoCs

*3 If you have all these modules at the time of your OOW oral examination, your OOW CoC will automatically have a Chief Mate endorsement when you receive it
*4 You can convert a Master 500GT COC to a Master 3000GT COC if you have the additional sea service & pass the Master 3000GT oral exam

*5 Only valid for 12 months Aug 2023


